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Is the Music Department in Danger? 


IAN DEJONG 
SENIOR REPORTER 


Losing one’s major is quite devastating, as some 
have witnessed in the collective reaction of former French 
and theatre arts students. For them, it feels as if years of 
dedication and hard work have all been squandered. In 
addition, there is a lack of recognition and sympathy from 
those who still have their majors. 


During Redeemer’s annual general meeting on 
October 1, 2021, Interim President David Ziets- 


If low, stagnant 


the music program has been “the hardest-hit program at 
Redeemer, given how lockdowns, masking, and distancing 
havemadepractising, rehearsing,andperformingmusicvery 
difficult.” As a result, additional problems include the lack 
of shared community and name recognition in and out of 
campus with concerts and touring. 


Third, as second-year music major Leah Beldman con- 

firmed, the cost of all the instruments and the necessary 
materials to keep the program run- 
ning are high. 


On the other hand, there are plenty 


ma and Chair of the Board of Governors Lloyd of indicators that suggest a better 
Rang were both sad to admit that the French attendance and budget future for the music program. 
and theatre arts programs were dropped be- deficits are markers 


cause of long-term financial challenges. If low, 
stagnant attendance and budget deficits are 
markers for a potential program cancellation, 
it makes us consider the other programs that 


for a potential program 
cancellation, it makes 


First, music is firmly built into the 
character of the Redeemer body. 
Leah Beldman remembers a spe- 
cific moment during her first month 
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future academic experience. Is there a possibil- the music program. 

ity of another program cancellation? How will Second, after easing COVID-19 


Redeemer avoid this? 


After surveying music programs across the country, one 
may have reason to be fearful about a music program shut- 
down at Redeemer. Most notably, Laurentian University 
in Sudbury, Ontario cut their program in April 2021 after 
wrestling with financial problems. Many professors and 
students were upset about this decision, as the program 
was distinguished and quite large in Ontario. Similarly, five 
years ago, Capilano University in North Vancouver, Brit- 
ish Columbia also made the unfortunate decision to can- 
cel their community school music courses. There are even 
suspicions that Kwantlen Polytechnic University in Surrey, 
British Columbia will face a potential shutdown. But is this 
recent trend of program cancellations across Canada rel- 
evant in Redeemer’s case? 


On the one hand, there are indeed a few indications that 
suggest the music program has potential to come to an end. 
First, the lack of substantial enrollment makes a good case 
for uneasiness, At the beginning of the school year, seven- 
teen students were enrolled as music majors, while thirteen 
students were enrolled as music minors. 


Second, the COVID-19 pandemic did not ameliorate 
the sustainability of the music program in the least. Dr. 
John Van Rys, the Associate Dean of Arts, claims that 


regulations, the choir is now up and 
running. Recently, Redeemer students witnessed a splen- 
did performance of “The Magnificat” by the choir at one 
of our Wednesday chapel services. This is a great way for 
all Redeemer students to be exposed to the sheer talent of 
Redeemer’s musicians. 


Third, over this past summer and during the Fall semester, 
there has been much behind-the-scenes creative thinking 
by the music faculty as to what they must refine in order to 
keep the music department flourishing. We may see more 
of that later in the Winter semester. 


Additionally, Dr. Van Rys had great things to say about the 
music faculty since becoming the Associate Dean of Arts: 
“The faculty, both full-time and adjunct, are world-class 
musicians who are dedicated professors offering students 
excellent training in lessons and ensembles, as well as a 
music education with historical depth and attention to the 
importance of music for Christians through the centuries 
and into the present. The program also has a strong track 
record of alumni working in musical careers, particularly 
in music ministry.” 


Having a set of instructors who are fit for the job and 
willing to offer a Christian perspective on musical com- 
position is not only a great marker for sustainability but 


demonstrates the importance of keeping the music pro- 
gram running. 


Music is such a central aspect of worship towards God, as 
Scripture is filled with passages that reflect on the joy of 
music. Ephesians 5:19 says, “[Speak] to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make 
music from your heart to the Lord.” Psalm 100:1-2 says, 
“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord 
with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.” Having 
music as an option in the degree programs bolsters this 
endeavour in our faith. With Rooted Worship nights and 


_chapel services having high attendance, music is an effec- 


tive means to come together, build relationships, and wor- 
ship with one another. 


Another reason to preserve musical studies at Redeemer 
is that music is a crucial tenet in a liberal arts university. 
This style of education gives students the freedom to fulfill 
their passionate desires. And since music is therapeutic for 
the soul, it feels necessary to maintain and explore in more 
depth. 


Also, in composing music, we are following God's cul- 
tural mandate in Genesis, in which God orders us to find 
potential beauty out of his creation. As it applies to mu- 
sic, we find certain sounds, bring them together, and craft 
a beautiful tune. In the words of Dr. Van Rys, “Whether 
listening to or creating music, we are participating in this 
realm of expression that is truly a gift from God.” 


Of course, financial barriers do need to be addressed, so if 
the music program has no way off the chopping block, we 
must accept this. But, nonetheless, at this stage, we can 
still promote the music program to keep it sustainable, For 
the music majors, enthusiasm goes a long way for sustain- 
ing the program's existence. For non-music majors, we can 
show our support by attending the various musical ensem- 
bles, like choir or the upcoming jazz ensemble. 


As Grace Rajballie wrote in the Crown's front page article 
in October of this year, many students overlook the fact 
that dropping the theatre and French programs is damag- 
ing towards the student's academic life. Hopefully, the mu- 
sic remains, but if we ever lose this program, it is impor- 
tant to develop sympathy and awareness for those whose 
academic endeavors have been negatively impacted. 


The death of the music program would indeed feel tragic. 
But, given the various reasons laid out above, it seems 
unlikely that the program will be cut. Here, I am reminded 
of Friedrich Nietzsche's quote: “Life without music would 
be an error.” Likewise, Redeemer’s education and campus 
life without music would certainly be an error. 
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A Letter From The Editor 


Merry Christmas Redeemer! 


I could write another letter about the importance of student journalism, telling real sto- 
ries, and holding our leadership accountable (seriously if you want that letter and the George Or- 
well quote that goes with it, let me know); however in the spirit of all of us being just a tiny bit 
burnt out, I'll keep it light and just tell you about a couple of fun new things we’ve introduced at 
The Crown this month. These new segments contribute to two of our values here at the Crown: 
understanding the greater context within which we write and not taking ourselves too seriously. 

First, we've brought in a new series entitled ‘From the Vault’ inspired by little-known 
indie singer-songwriter, Taylor Swift. It’s a simple concept, just like Swift brings back old songs 
and re-records them in a new context, we are bringing back old articles and inviting you to con- 
sider them in the new context of today’s Redeemer. This time we're bringing you an in-depth read 
into Redeemer’s former contract with Coca-Cola, which | invite you to read and then compare to 
last month’s cover story of our current contract with Sodexo. So go blast All Too Well (10 minute 
version) (Taylor's Version) (From the Vault) and curl up with your copy of The Crown (From the 
Vault). 

Our second new segment is called The Classifieds. Now as a gen Z’er I've obviously never 
experienced a time when people actually used classified ads in newspapers, but from what I hear, 
they were a spot where anyone could write in, and advertise something. We want to give the Re- 
deemer community more of a voice in our paper, and we want to have a little fun. We were excited 
about the responses this got when we promoted it on our instagram (@ru_crown), and we look for- 
ward to hearing more from you in issues to come. Keep an eye out for a permanent spot to submit 
these on our website and for now, enjoy a peek into the voices of Redeemer and see if you can guess 
who submitted what. We'll never tell! 

Beyond all of this new stuff, we've also got your regularly scheduled programming - four 
excellent pieces of student journalism. This month lan DeJong graces our cover with his examina- 
tion of the music program. Is Redeemer going to cut it? Should we care? Rieneke Helder takes a 
look at the school’s transportation systems, what's been done about them, and what students could 
be doing better. Grace Rajballie gives us background on Genesis, an aspiring LGBTQIA+ support 
group on campus looking for official club status. She also offers a thorough background on Re- 
deemer’s education program and explains what it has to offer students, faith based and not. 

| hope you enjoy this issue and that your exams pass quickly and quietly, As always, I'd 
love to hear what you think: feel free to write to me at Ibrinkman@redeemer.ca or roast me anony- 
mously in next month’s classifieds. “Tis the season! 


Lucy Brinkman 


CONTACT: 

Crown Office 

c/o Redeemer University The opinions expressed in the Crown are not necessarily those of The Crown is published by students six times per academic year 
777 Garner Road East, Redeemer University’s student body, faculty, or administration. and is funded by the students of Redeemer University 


Ancaster, ON LOK 1J4 but is dedicated to the broader universtiy community. 


Classifieds 


Introducing Redeemer’s Classifieds! This new section of The Crown is devoted to publishing what students have 


to say. This is a spot for you to say what's on your mind, whether that’s telling us who you're crushing on, adver- 
tising an event, asking your neighbour to turn down the music at night or just doing some shameless self promo- 
tion. Keep an eye out on our instagram for a chance to submit your message for our next edition. 
Nominating Zach Chester Live on campus? Off campus boys are hot- 
for Official Redeemer We highly recommend ter than on campus boys 
President making a meme account | don’t make the rules 


Dorm 1's 12 foot snow- 
man didn't deserve to die 


How many possible niche 
redeemer meme pages 
could there be? 


There will be a bake sale 
to help support the fami- 
lies in our community 
affected by the BC floods. 
Kt will take place outside 
dorm 2 from 11am to 
3pm on Friday, Decem- 
ber 10th. Please stop by 
to buy some treats and 
show your support for 
the BC families! I'd you'd 
be interested in donat- 
ing some baked goods 
or want to find out more 
please contact Holly at 
hatkinson@redeemer.ca 
as soon as possible. 


Evan Maxwell, 
if you can't grow a 
mustache don't do it. 


REFRESH X MCDONALDS 
Crossover episode? 


Feliz Navida is the worst 


Christmas song out there. 


First years, don’t stress 
over exams too much - 
you'll get through them! 


with your dorm! Nothing 
brings you together like 
laughing hysterically in 
the living room making 
memes while you should 
be studying. 
For inspiration follow 
@dorm10memes 
on instagram 


#rusingle 


Remember, no one knows 
you as well as whoever 
watches our exams on 

lockdown browser 


Stop having a 
photographer at chapel, 
it’s distracting 


Starting a mullet club 
and Willem Kloosterhof is 
president, meet in 
commons on wed at 12 


Who owns mailbox #1? 
High key jealous 


Prof B’s Christmas list: 
- Dark chocolate 
- Dark chocolate 
- Dark chocolate 


Shout out to all the 
commuters out there!! 


Can someone explain to 
me how eight random 
fourth year boys ended 
up with the nicest house 
on campus? 


Q: Why did they bury the 
battery? 
A: Because it was dead. 


School spirit week #pjday 


Who's going to start a 
daycare at Redeemer for 
Isaac and Heather Stell 
<3 


Petition for a pub on 
campus!! 


Peter Frielink, you seem 
to have a lot of home- 
work. Every time | go to 
the library you are sitting 
there, glued to one of the 
tables at the back. 


This exam season is in 
need of a 
Brent Geertsema 
stand up routine 


Feel like there are a lot of 
you who will 

only read this section of 
The Crown... 
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Transportation at Redeemer 
Looking for Beauty in Inconvenience 


RIENEKE HELDER 
JUNIOR REPORTER 


Redeemer’s safe campus is a major draw for pro- 
spective students. Not only have they implemented new 
24/7 security services, but our campus is located in a fairly 
remote location, providing relative safety from outside par- 
ties. This comes at a slight cost, however: the remote loca- 
tion of Redeemer’s campus leads to a slight inconvenience 
when it comes to getting anywhere off-campus. 


The strip malls on Golf Links Road are a 24-minute walk 
from campus, according to Google Maps. Naturally, there 
are limited stores within walking distance, but several res- 
taurants, supermarkets, and shopping outlets are easily ac- 
cessible in this way. In addition, there are resources avail- 
able to Redeemer students to get off campus in other ways. 


Kennan Benjamins is an alumni who, during his time as 
Student Senate President, was passionate about finding a 
way for students to get off campus in ways that are benefi- 
cial to everyone involved. He says that the Student Senate’s 
role is to ask the questions, “Where are the best places for 
students to be, and what’s the best way to get them there?” 
This led him to the idea of the bike library, a method of 
transportation that promotes physical exercise and is free 
of cost to students. 


The bike library, in theory, is designed so that students can 
reserve a bike for their preferred time slot. This program 
serves to address the demand for methods of transporta- 
tion that get students to places that are more than a short 
walk away, and comes out of conversations that Benjamins 
had during his time at Redeemer surrounding the bus sys- 
tem. He found that students at Redeemer are seen as de- 
pendent on either the bus pass or personal vehicles. For 
him, the bike library is a way of liberating the student body 
from the bus system. As much as the bus system is a useful 
resource for Redeemer students, there should be another 
way to get around. 


It took a few years for this project to get off the ground. Last 
year, O’Dessa Dixon was hired to run the project and do all 
of the behind-the-scenes work to make Benjamins’s dream 
a reality. The bike racks in front of the Academic Build- 
ing have been stocked with ten bikes purchased from New 
Hope Community Bikes, a local business that is working to 
“offer safe cycling education, provide access to affordable 
transportation, and foster a rich and inclusive cycling com- 
munity,” as they explain on their website. 


New Hope also worked with Dixon to determine what 
would need to be purchased for this program to work, orga- 
nizing the system of helmets, baskets, bike locks, and bikes 
that students can now take advantage of for free. This col- 


laboration is just one of the ways that the bike library helps 
connect Redeemer and its students to organizations and 
individuals in our community. 


Not only did Dixon team up with New Hope, but several 
groups at Redeemer were involved. IT developed an entire 
software for coordinating the bike rentals, much of the pro- 
gram is run through Athletics, and Campus Services helped 
Dixon in getting the lockers where bike helmets, locks, and 
sanitation kits are stored. 


As we near the end of the first semester of the 
bike library’s existence, Dixon reports that 


the program was started. These rentals repre- 


It seems to be 
there have been around fifteen rentals since 4 matter of inconvenience. 


There’s a common theme running through transportation 
resources that are available to students: we aren't fully tak- 
ing advantage of them. Similar to the bike library, there are 
far less uses of bus passes than Redeemer students pay for. 
Every student is paying $199.35 per year to use the bus as 
often as they'd like, yet most students rarely touch their 
Prestos. During Benjamins’s time as a student, Redeemer 
students were putting a collective $103,000 towards bus 
passes. At the same time, Presto reported to us that Re- 
deemer was using approximately 
$50,000 of that total. 


This begs the same question as the 
bike library: why aren't we making 
use of these services? 


sent hours and hours of hard work coming to Although hopping Onda bus 


fruition, but one has to ask: why aren’t there 
more students taking advantage of this free 
resource? 


Those who have been supporters of the bike 
library from the start see the beauty that it 
can bring to Redeemer’s campus. In addition 
to promoting physical activity, Benjamins 
wonders if the bike library might be a solu- 
tion for students uncomfortable with riding 
public transportation during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 


For those who are still keen on riding the bus these days, 
there is good news: as part of student fees, every Redeemer 
student receives a bus pass that covers all use of the Ham- 
ilton Street Rail services for the whole school year. Despite 
the fact that it undoubtedly takes longer to get places when 
relying on buses that have to make frequent stops, there is 
much to be gained with a single tap of one’s Presto card. 


Leaving campus and heading out of the infamous “Redeem- 
er bubble” is not only a good idea, but it can be essential for 
the mental, physical, and spiritual health of Redeemer stu- 
dents. Not only are students accessing businesses and re- 
sources that can’t be found on campus, they are connecting 
Redeemer to its neighbourhood and developing relation- 
ships with people who are different from the community 
that might be found on campus. 


Deedz is a club made up of students passionate about build- 
ing relationships with people living on the streets or in ur- 
banized areas in downtown Hamilton. This club frequently 
uses their bus passes in a way that reflects much of what is 
at the heart of the bike library and, essentially, is the reason 
why Redeemer has a bus pass at all. Not only is Deedz a way 
for students to broaden their worldview and hear stories of 
faithfulness and resilience from fellow citizens of Hamilton 
every Friday night, but students also familiarize themselves 
with the city and gain its trust towards Redeemer. 


instead of getting 
in a personal car 
to head down the 
mountain saves money, 
Students tend to drive 
their own vehicles 
before getting on a bus. 


It seems to be a matter of inconve- 
nience. Although hopping on a bus 
instead of getting in a personal car 
to head down the mountain saves 
money, students tend to drive their 
own vehicles before getting on a 
bus. The amount of time it takes 
to bus somewhere, especially loca- 
tions that are down the mountain, 
doesn't seem to be worth it. 


Despite the general consensus on 
campus that bussing is the inferior 
choice to driving or simply not leaving campus often, there 
are many advocates on campus for bussing. 


One student commented that, “If you actually take time, 
you can participate in little acts of community by taking 
the bus. You see people consistently and get to know them. 
In addition, you get to know the places where the bus stops 
and where people get on and off—and there's nothing 
wrong with knowing your place, is there?” 


They continued, “We live in a time where things are hand- 
ed to us. It’s easy to get used to being given things like a car 
ride to church or a quick Shoppers run when something 
like bussing—or even walking—will be so much better for 
ourselves, physically and mentally, and for our environ 

ment. It’s important for us to be reminded that we aren't 
going to be handed everything in life. In fact, it’s good to be 
reliant and to take things slowly. It’s a cliché, but smelling 
the roses is a beautiful thing. Bussing is an easy way to do 
that—not to mention the fact that we are already paying 
for it!” 


There is beauty in inconvenience. If choosing the more 
cumbersome route to help the wellbeing of yourself, as well 
as your environment and your community, also means you 
are choosing to use what you have already paid for, then 
students are encouraged to make the choice to use their 
bus passes and the bike library whenever possible. 


Redeemer's School of Education 
The History of a Faithful Program 


GRACE RAJBALLIE 
SENIOR REPORTER 


Redeemer University’s school of education has 
grown from a once small partnership with another college, 
to a flourishing and competitive program; but how did it 
get here? 


Prior to 2003, there was an education program offered via 
a partnership with Calvin College, in Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan. This combined program enabled Ontario students to 
complete their Calvin College education degree by taking 
specific courses at Redeemer. The program was designed 
in an effort to give Ontario Christian teacher candidates 
an avenue to study Christian education as there were no 
such programs available within Ontario. While the pro- 
gram provided teacher candidates with a Christian lense of 
viewing education, it was limited in 
its ability to prepare students to in- 
tegrate the Ontario curriculum and 


of mouth, During the interview process prospective stu- 
dents often share that they have heard good things about 
the program from other graduates and individuals in the 
teaching profession.” 


Whether it be the current demand for teachers or the tes- 
timonials of Redeemer BEd. alumni, the number of appli- 
cants has grown incrementally each year. In the last five 
years, there are approximately 140-205 applications com- 
pleted per year. Regardless of the growth in applicants, 
faculty from the School of Education have capped the pro- 
gram at 60 incoming students per year. Associate profes- 
sor of education and dean of education, Dr. Phil Teeuwsen 
explains the rationale behind capping the program, 


“We want to maintain our character of knowing our stu- 
dents. We like it when students can know us as full time 
faculty and we can know them. We thought if there were 30 
Primary/Junior candidates and 30 Ju- 
nior/Intermediate students, that would 


$ ble us to keep doing that.” 
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B.Ed. and was accredited by the 
OCT. 


While Redeemer's School of Edu- 
cation began officially this August, 
the Department of Education had 
existed for just under twenty year. 
In the last five years, the program 
has seen much growth in class size. 
In 2017, there were 26 incoming 
first year students. The following 
year, the class size had more than 
doubled with a total of 73 first year 
students. Dr. Terry Loerts, associ- 
ate professor of education comments on the growth, 


“The program has become much more competitive, I be- 
lieve partially due to the teaching shortage but also by word 


Students often share that 
they have heard good 
things about the program 
from other graduates and 
individuals in the teaching 
profession. ° 
- Dr. Terry Loerts 


ing practicum. You knew that they cared 
for you and wanted you to succeed.” 


Just as all the courses in the under- 
graduate degree programs at Redeemer 
are taught from a Christian perspective, 
specifically the Reformed Tradition, the 
courses taught within the Education 
program are no exception. Since the 
Education program is a second degree 
program, there are many students who 
completed their undergraduate degrees 
at secular universities, with Redeemer 
serving as their first Christian education 
experience, While there are many stu- 
dents who apply to Redeemer because they identify with 
the Christian faith and want an education that will nurture 
their faith , there are some who are very open about their 
lack of a commitment to a faith. Teeuwsen affirms that 


while the Education program is rooted in the Christian 
faith, the school welcomes students of all faith practises, 


“ If students come here [Redeemer] and don’t claim the 
Christian faith for their own, we are very transparent about 
what we do and why we do it. We certainly welcome people 
of diverse backgrounds to join us, and we do.” 


Although the program welcomes students of various faith 
practises into the program, the sole mission of the Educa- 
tion program is not to win hearts for Christ but rather to 
provide teacher education through a Christian worldview. 
Teeuwsen elaborates, 


“Now, is our intention to witness? I think we do witness but 
our intention is really quality Christian teacher education, 
that is what we are called to do. Is that a witness to our 
students in the world? I think it can be, and it should be. 
However, our focus is on excellent teacher education for 
faithful practise in a whole number of different senses of 
that word, faithful.” 


Even though the faculty’s mission isn’t to convert students 
to Christianity, there have been students who have admit- 
ted that the program has deepened their faith. Loerts re- 
calls numerous emails and notes from past students who 
express their appreciation of the spiritual aspects of the 
program. One alumnus (2019) wrote, 


“Two things in particular that harnessed my attention were 
your love for the Lord and your passion for kingdom fo- 
cused education. With regards to your heart for Christ, | 
deeply appreciated that devotions and prayer consistently 
were the foundation by which a class was laid. You boldly 
proclaimed the truth, earnestly desiring for God to touch 
and change our hearts. This affected us and changed our 
mindsets and hearts.” 


For those who do not identify with the Christian faith, 
participating in the Education program at Redeemer still 
provides a unique and beneficial experience explains Tuee- 
wsen, 


“As a teacher of faith it helps you understand your students 
who are also of faith or are faithful in whatever way that 
is. A teacher education that actually pays attention to that 
part of who we are enables teachers to be respectful and 
helpful to the students that they meet in whatever setting 
they are in.” 
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redeemergenesis EEE -- 


1 post 49 followers 


Genesis she/they/he 


45 following 


(PA group promoting LGBTQ+ awareness on campus a 


Followed by 


Genesis 


+2 more 


Exploring the Club Proposal for an LGBIQIA* Support Group 


GRACE RAJBALLIE 
SENIOR REPORTER 


In the fall of 2020, the Christian Reformed Church 
(CRC) released the human sexuality report, a document 
created by an appointed committee to articulate a founda- 
tional biblical theology of human sexuality. The report was 
commissioned in 2016 by Synod, the highest governing 
body of individuals within the CRC. 


Shortly after the report was released, a group of twenty-six 
undergraduate and graduate students within the CRC com- 
munity responded through an overture. The objectives of 
the overture were to make amendments to its recommen- 
dations, continue conversations about these important 
topics, engage with those affected, and keep unity in the 
church by making same-sex marriage a ‘decision of local 
conscience.’ 


In addition to the creation of the overture, these students 
decided to meet to discuss how to respond to LGBTQIA+ 
people within their respective schools. In attendance were 
a group of undergraduate students from Redeemer who 
began to question if there was adequate support and ac- 
tive inclusion for the LGBTQIA+ community at Redeemer. 
By mid-February of 2021, twelve undergraduate students 
at Redeemer were eager to create a formal group for LG- 
BTQIA+ support and inclusion at the university. 


Fourth-year student and Genesis co-president Carraugh 
Brouwer comments on the creation of the club: “After lis- 
tening to each other’s experiences at Redeemer, we really 
sensed a need for more community and support for the LG- 
BTQ students than what was currently available, particu- 
larly for students in their first and second years, who can 
feel very isolated and alone. We decided to do something 
about that and that something turned out to be Genesis.” 


The name Genesis was chosen because the word “genesis” 
means beginning. The leadership team hopes that the 
club will encourage new and public conversations about 
LGBTQIA+inclusion and awareness on campus. Moreover, 
the name recalls the Biblical book of Genesis, which con- 
tains the creation story, in which humans were created in 
God’s image. When starting the club the leadership were 
motivated by the desire to ensure that all of God’s children 
feel loved and respected. 


Serving as co-president of Genesis alongside Brouwer is 
fifth-year student Nathan Lise and fourth-year student 
Bekett Wiebe. Lise was one of the individuals who acted 
as a signatory on the overture. Lise emphasizes the impor- 
tance of creating a space for open conversations of support 
and care for the LGBTQIA+ community. 


Lise says, “Redeemer tries to be a community space where 
people can come together and have shared beliefs and ex- 
periences, but for people who don’t feel there is a place for 
them to talk, they need a place to commune with others 
and feel loved and respected in their opinions. What Gen- 
esis is trying to accomplish is to serve as a place for people 
who want to talk about this to commune together. Most 
of us know the line, ‘every square inch is devoted to God.’ 
Well, that includes this conversation—this part of people’s 
lives—too.” 


Genesis is currently operating independently, meaning 
that they have no official affiliation with Student Senate or 
Redeemer. While they are still able to host events on Re- 
deemer property, they do not receive funding from the Stu- 
dent Senate nor do they receive advertisement allowances 
from senate (e.g., posters in the hall). 


Brouwer emphasizes the importance of gaining official club 
status with the Student Senate: “It is not just about receiv- 
ing funding or advertisement—we haven't always felt sup- 
ported by the community. Having our club be accepted as 
an official club would help us feel heard and seen.” 


Near the end of the 2020-2021 academic 
year, the Genesis leadership team ap- 
proached the Student Senate to request of- 
ficial club status for Genesis. The leadership 
team was asked to wait until the 2021-2022 
academic year to formalize the club as there 


“What Genesis 
is trying to accomplish 


Board of Governors, President of the University, Dean of 
Students, and the administration. Together we shall serve 
as means to foster and nurture all aspects of student life 
in supporting the confessional direction of Redeemer Uni- 
versity as outlined in Redeemer University’s official Mis- 
sion, Institutional Purpose, and Statement of Basis and 
Principles.” 


In determining whether Genesis is in alignment with Re- 
deemer’s policies, the Student Senate must refer to all of 
Redeemer’s official statements, including the Statement on 
Identity and Sexuality. 


Nirula comments on the difficulties in navigating the idea 
of Genesis as an official club while upholding the official 
beliefs of the institution: 


“At Redeemer, we exist for the sake and the promotion of 
the Christian worldview as we understand it, which includes 
the historically Christian [Reformed Christian perspective] 
view of gender and sexuality. At the same time, we believe 
in a public square that allows for diversity of perspectives 
and opinions. Knowing that this is a topic which creates 
tension, we [the Student Senate] realized that the decision 
regarding the Genesis club is complex 
and has far reaching implications.” 


In an effort to give the Genesis proposal 
careful prayer and consideration, the 
Student Senate formed an Ad Hoc Com- 


was not sufficient time remaining to do so is to serve aS a place mittee, consisting of faculty and staff, 
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ptember o year, the club has been pro : on the recommenda- 

working closely with the Student Senate in j tions of this committee, on November 

an effort to obtain official club status. want to talk about this 9 the Student Senate voted to form the 
to commune together.” “committee for LGBTQ+ Relations.” 


Most clubs receive a decision regarding 
their club proposal within a few weeks, but 
the process for Genesis has taken much lon- 
ger than usual. While this has been frustrat- 
ing for the leadership, Brouwer and Lise 
recognize that the club is controversial and were notified 
early on that it would take more than one meeting to vote 
on the proposal. 


Student Senate president Alison Nirula empathizes with 
Genesis, reiterating that the senate has a responsibility to 
support students and ensure that student concerns are ad- 
dressed properly. While the Student Senate recognizes the 
need for support for the LGBTQIA+ community on cam- 
pus, there are complexities to this. Any action taken by the 
Student Senate must be in line with the Constitution of the 
Redeemer University Student Senate, which in states in 
Article 2.4: 


“The Student Senate seeks mutual cooperation with the 


- Nathan Lise 


This new committee, which will start 
in the new year, hopes to continue con- 
versations surrounding LGBTQIA+ is- 
sues productively and meaningfully, in a 
group well represented by student senators, Genesis lead- 
ers, and Redeemer faculty and staff. The goal of this com- 
mittee is to create a revised proposal regarding LGBTQIA+ 
relations. It will also facilitate open discussions on what 
this proposal would look like. 


Both the Student Senate and leadership at Genesis have 
expressed a deep desire to preserve Redeemer's commu- 
nity. Brouwer emphasizes, “We don't want this to be seen 
as a group of students who are going head-to-head with the 
Student Senate and the institution—in no way do we want 
this to be divisive. We simply feel that there is a deep need 
for support within the LGBTQ+ community at Redeemer 
and think Genesis will help us achieve that support.” 
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One of the perks of being on The Crown team is having access to The Crown archives- but we don’t want to keep it all to 
ourselves! That's why this month we're introducing a new section called “From the Vault” where we reprint articles that 


have been written by past Redeemer students. 


Redeemer s Coca-Cola Contract Remains Secretive 
Do the Benefits of the Contract Really Exceed the Drawbacks? 


STEVE DYKSTRA 
NOVEMBER 10, 2004 


Although I haven't done a specific count, I’m sure 
the average student sees “Coca-Cola” products and signs in 
and around the campus buildings more often than impor- 
tant words like “Jesus,” “grace,” “Neo-Calvinistic cultural 
redemption,” and the like. But in all seriousness, the cor- 
porations, symbols, labels, and products displayed around 
our school should be a matter of concern for students. 


I first became aware of Redeemer’s Coke contract when 
some guys in our dorm purchased a non-brand pop ma- 
chine from a salvage yard. We placed this machine on our 
porch, and it made for a nice little light. However, a few 
weeks later we were asked to move the pop machine inside 
our dorm and out of sight. Then, after handing out flyers 
that advertised the availability of pop in our dorm for a 
“donation” of fifty cents, we were forced to unplug the ma- 
chine under the penalty of a fine. 


When we at dorm 35 inquired about these measures, we 
were told that a Coke supplier had noticed the pop ma- 
chine on our porch and had informed the office that the 
machine was a breach of the exclusive contract Redeemer 
had signed. 


Interes 


I was interested in this contract, so I inquired about it at 
the main office. I was granted an appointment and was led 
deep into the depths of Redeemer administration. I was 
looking forward to finding out for myself what the contract 
was all about; however, I was told by a school administra- 
tor that the contract is locked in a vault in the office. 


Everyone involved in the signing of the contract (a few 
school administrators) agreed to keep it confidential; the 
information cannot be shared beyond those involved in the 
signing of the contract in September 2001. This measure 
of secrecy is to prevent cola-contract comparisons between 
schools. For example, we at Redeemer can’t hang out at 
McMaster or Mohawk and talk about who's getting the bet- 
ter deal from Coke. 


There are both benefits and drawbacks to the contract we 
signed. Although no specific figures could be given, there 
is a lump sum of money that is given to the school every 
year. The school also received a scoreboard for the gym 
from Coke, and Student Senate is provided with free Coke 
products for their events. 


However, there are also some drawbacks. All the money 
that goes into the pop machines is directed straight back 
to Coca-Cola, rather than to the school. Although the cash 
our school receives is dependent on how much soda is 


sold, the amount students drink is trivial when compared 
to the amount consumed by visitors, especially during the 
conventions and camps held in the summer season. Fur- 
thermore, our on-campus Williams outlet is restricted in 
terms of what they can sell; some juices, sodas, and brands 
of water can’t be sold on campus because of the Coke con- 
tract. Last year, H2O (Help 2 Others, a volunteer group at 
Redeemer) was forced to stop handing out free bottles of 
water to students because the product was not of the Coca- 
Cola brand. 


These contracts are not at all uncommon. Coca-Cola and 
Pepsi have been involved in school sponsorship since the 
early ‘90s. Coca-Cola held contracts with my former high 
school, and even elementary school. For students not al- 
lowed to drink soda, Coke sells juice (Fruitopia) and is 
even beginning to provide milk at schools. 


As I sit here drinking a seemingly subversive can of Pepsi, I 
find it hard to condone or condemn the monopoly this soda 
supplier has on our school. There are obvious benefits and 
drawbacks to the contract, to which we are, for the most 
part, frustratingly bereft of access. All we have left to do is 
trust the wisdom of our school administrators and believe 
that they did what they thought was best. When the con- 
tract is up for renewal in 2006, I hope they'll continue to 
consider what it really means for our school. 


ted in writing for us? 


Email us at thecrown@redeemer.ca 
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LAN DEJONG 
SENIOR REPORTER 


Name: Ashley Green 

Major: Media & Communications 
litle: Student Security 

Job description: | spend most of my 
time in the security office, where I re- 
spond to calls from students and staff. I 
also walk throughout the campus build- 
ing, taking notes of things that need to 
be done. 

Favourite part about working at 
Redeemer: This job allows me to inter- 
act with other students. 

Study tip: Listen to a playlist that is 
appropriate for studying. My go-to is the 


Student Involvement Profiles 


rhis section is dedicated to four of the many hardworking students at Redeemer. Whether it be someone who has a paid 
position on campus or a leadership position in a club, these are some of the wonderful students that work behind the 
scenes to make Redeemer a flourishing community. Thank you for your diligence! 


Name: Jess Hilton 

Major: Urban & Intercultural Ministry 
Title: Co-chair of Rooted Worship 

Job description: | plan and oversee 
the Rooted worship nights. Specifically, | 
am in charge of other team leaders, such 
as the Q team and the care team. I also 
met with the chaplain. Essentially, I do 
all the work that is behind the scenes. 
Favourite part about working at 
Redeemer: | love to see all the indi- 
vidual pieces come together at worship 
night. 

Study tip: Instead of writing schedules 


Name: Abagail Leibold 

Major: Biblical & Theological Studies 
Title: Library Worker 

Job description: | answer questions at 
the front desk and prepare books to go 
on shelves. 

Favourite part about working at 
Redeemer: | love the ability to make 
cash and do schoolwork in the same 
building. Working at the library is super 
flexible and the staff are compassionate. 
Study tip: Make study booklets for 
every exam. Specifically, use colourful pa- 
per and pens to help with memorization. 


Name: Liam Schat 

Major: History 

Title: Leader of the Disc Golf Club 
Job description: Organizing disc golf 
tournaments and providing students 
with dises so that they can play around 
campus. 

Favourite part about working at 
Redeemer: | enjoy making friends 
through playing disc golf. 

Study tip: Don’t overstress about 
schoolwork; enjoy your University 
experience. 

Favourite Christmas tradition: 


Lo Fi/Hip Hop playlist on Spotify. 
Favourite Christmas tradition: 
Making a specific dessert for Christmas 
dinner. 

Last-minute gift 
recommendation: Funky socks! 


gas tank. 


on a calendar, put it on an Excel sheet, 
which is easy for organization. 
Favourite Christmas tradition: At- 
tending midnight mass at my Grandma’s 
Anglican church on Christmas Eve. 
Last-minute gift 

recommendation: Fill up his or her 


Last-minute gift 


everyone needs socks. 


umans of 
Redeemer 


A Story From 
Noah Van Brenk 


GRACE RAJBAL LI 
SENIOR REPOR IER 


Favourite Christmas tradition: 
Every Christmas morning, Dad makes 
us porridge (which everyone hates, but 
that’s why it’s so fun); then we take 
turns opening each other’s gifts. 


Playing pond hockey. 
Last-minute gift 
recommendation: Discs, of course! 


recommendation: Socks because 


For Noah Van Brenk—a current instructor of 
ENG-104, Ways of Reading Poetry and Drama—teaching 
at Redeemer feels like a homecoming. Noah graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts in English literature in 2018. Since 
then, he completed his master’s in English literature at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Now, Noah 
is back at Redeemer teaching a first-year course that just 
six years ago he participated in as a student. 


“My favourite story or specific moment from Redeemer is 
probably from when I took the first version of the mythol- 
ogy class. During that class, we often compared classical 
myth to scriptural depictions of God. Knowing classical 
mythology emphasizes all the ways in which God, as we 
understand him through Scripture, is strikingly different 
from other gods. In Greek myths, there are many stories 
in which gods reveal themselves, and it is problematic for 
human beings. Many times, Greek gods are seen without 
consent and end up killing those who witnessed them. Al- 
though the Bible tells us that we can’t physically see God, 


he still reveals himself in a way that we can survive and 
also be redeemed. 


“The day that | remember being particularly transforma- 
tive was the class on the Cupid and Psyche myth; Cupid, 
also known as Eros, ends up kidnapping Psyche, this hu- 
man woman, and marries her. The whole point of the story 
is that he desires her so intensely. Dr. Juilfs posed the fol- 
lowing to the class: ‘What if we considered God wanting 
us as much as Eros wanted Psyche?’ It radically reordered 
how I viewed my relationship with God. 


“It was moments like this that really shaped the way I 
viewed my professors at Redeemer. I have always esteemed 
each of the English department professors in various ways. 
Being back at Redeemer as an instructor is a different kind 
of joy—to be able to work alongside those faculty that I re- 
spect so much and I am so grateful for. Now I am learning 
from them in a different way: how to effectively teach a 
class, as opposed to being a student myself. And it is a real 


joy now, as a twenty-five-year-old as opposed to a twenty- 
year-old, to be able to talk about literary texts as a peer 
with them. It’s more of a sharing of ideas as opposed to 
me primarily being the recipient of some sort of instruc- 
tion, 


“While I am no longer a student at Redeemer, I can still 
remember, quite well, what it is like to be an undergradu- 
ate student. University is a stressful time for everyone, 
first-year, fourth-year, and everyone in-between. So, if I 
were to give my undergraduate-self advice, I would say, 
‘Be kind to yourself.’ There is no shame in asking for help. 
My mythology story reminds me of the importance of be- 
ing, willing and open to be surprised in whatever way that 
looks like. Be willing and open to be surprised at how God 
can reveal himself, whether that is in your classroom or in 
your relationships that you form as a student with other 
students and professors.” 


